


swering this question is the
hecessary for knowing
and understanding God, His
creation, and His plan for humanity.

O The doctrine of God is not a cold
and impotent force, but a
of your spiritual, moral,
and social being.
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IMPORTANCE

It is the difference between life and
death, a sense of significance and
happiness, and joy and peace.

It is the first step in turning from all the
false gods of the world to the one true
and living God.

Foundational to a healthy relationship
with God and a deeper personal,
practical encounter with Him.

Without God, everything else in the Bible
and in life becomes hazy and
meaningless.



The world becomes a strange, mad, and painful
place and life in it is a disappointing and
unpleasant business for those who do not know
about God. Disregard the study of God, and you
sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through
life blindfold as it were, with no sense of direction
and no understanding of what surrounds you. This
way you can waste your life and lose yoGr soul.

J. | Packer



“In the created
the heavens and the earth.”

Gen 1:1 (NASB)
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ﬁj'le is incomprehensible -
‘Do you think you can explain the

L ? Do you think you can God

Almighty? God is far higher than you can

imagine, far deeper than you can

comprehend, Stretching farther than earth’s

horizons, far wider than the endless
oceaqn...”

~am
Job 11:7-8 (MSG)
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 We can never any
single thing about God.

— His greatness (Ps. 145:3),
— His understanding (Ps. 147:5),
— His knowledge (Ps. 139:6),

— His riches, wisdom; judgments, and
ways (Rom. 11:33) are all beyond our
ability to understand fully.

— His ways and thoughts (Isa. 55:9)
— His acts (Job 26:14; cf. 11:7-9; 37.5).
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« Jesus’ statement: “And this is
, that they should know Thee,
the only true God, and Him whom
thou didst send, even Jesus Christ,”
John 17:3.

- We have understanding through
Jesus: “the Son of God is come, and
hath given us an understanding, that
we know Him that is frue, and we are
in Him that is true, even in His Son
Jesus Christ.” | John 5:20.
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Christ was not simply speaking of gaining an
entrance into heaven, but of knowing and
experiencing an of life now, a life
of meaning, purpose, and usefulness to God and
humanity with peace and joy.
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We do not know what God is in His

(quid), but can know

something of His nature, of what He is to us,
as He reveals Himself in His

(qualis).

e
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* Through Scripture, we can know
about God:

— ltis true to say that God is love (1 John
4:8),

— that God is light (1 John 1:5),
— that God is spirit (John 4:24),

— that God is just or righteous (Rom.
3:26).
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» Several biblical passages speak of our

— Knowing God is the foundation of our joy and
sense of worth (Jer. 9:23-24).

— Knowing God is life (John 17:3),

— Knowing God is promised in the new
covenant (Heb. 8:11),

— We have an understanding of God through
the Son (1 John 5:20; see also Gal. 4:9; Phil.
3:10; 1 John 2:3, 13; 4:8).
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» The Christian life includes a
with God.

— We speak to God in prayer, and He speaks to
us through His Word.

— We commune with Him in his presence,
— We sing His praise,

-~ we are aware that He personally dwells
among us and within us to bless us (John
14:23).

— This personal relationship with God the Father,
with God the Son, and with God, the Holy
Spirit may be said to be the greatest of all the
blessings of the Christian life (Rev 3:20)
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God'’s Self-Disclosure
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- Self-Revelation: God
Communicates Knowledge of
Himself to humanity: | Cor.
2:11.

* Innate and Acquired
Knowledge of God (Psa
139:14)

- General Revelation (Psa 19)
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Revelation is always God in action, God
speaking, bringing something entirely new
to humanity, something of which they
could have no previous knowledge, and
which becomes a real revelation only for
those who accept the object of revelation
by a God-given faith



Although we cannot fully know everything about
God, since he has chosen to reveal himself to his
creatures in a variety of ways we can know him

; , and ,ina
limited, true but ever-increasing way throughout
eternity.
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Reflections

How can the notion ‘God
is incomprehensible yet
knowable’ fit into the
quest of the present-day
Christian to know God?

S,

How is ‘knowing God’
central to the Christian’s
quest for life's meaning
and purpose?



